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days of Suliman the Magnificent (1520-1566), The exterior
tiling nearly all dates from this period and is of the highest merit
though portions of it have been disturbed and rather haphazardly
replaced at different times. The work of skilful restoration is in
progress.
The Mosque stands on a platform raised above the level of
the ground and is reached by flights of steps. The building
forms an octagon, the exterior of the walls richly decorated in
marble and coloured tiles. The drum of the dome is pierced
with windows. The dome itself was constructed in A.D.IO22.
The general colouring of the whole is blue, the faience being of
exquisite tone and brilliancy.
The interior is magnificent. The dome, 75 feet in diameter,
is supported on four massive piers and twelve gilded columns.
The drum of the dome is lined with coloured mosaics on a gold
ground, the work of Byzantine artists of the Xth or Xlth
centuries. The stained glass windows, which were almost
certainly added by Suliman the Magnificent, increase by their
luminosity the intense richness of the interior. The floor under
the dome consists of the original Rock which gives its name to
the building. An iron railing erected by the Crusaders encircles
it.
What legends cling to the precincts of this place of worship,
dating back to earliest biblical days 1 It was here, tradition
says, that Abraham prepared to sacrifice Isaac. Here, too, stood
the Temple of Solomon, and the Rock was no doubt the Altar
of Sacrifice. The stone itself is sacred to other creeds, for it
bears a mark claimed by the Christians to be the imprint of the
foot of Christ, and by the Moslems as that of the Prophet. At
another spot is the sign of the grasp of the Angel Gabriel when he
thwarted the Rock from following Mohammed to Heaven. A
Jewish Temple, a Christian Church and a Moslem Mosque, the
Rock has been all of these. If anywhere in Jerusalem there is
anything that bears the stamp of the grandeur and glory of any
faith or creed, it is the Dome of the Rock. It is beautiful. It
is clean, well-tended and cared for and manifests all those signs
of devotional esteem which are missing in the dusty, slovenly
and ill-kept church of the Holy Sepulchre. Islam glories in its
Holy Place ; Christianity seems ashamed of its disputed
sanctuary. With what reverence the bare-footed Moslems pass
amongst its arcades of marble and mosaics, for after Mecca the
Dome of the Rock is the Holy of Holies of Islam*

